
GRADS: The exhibition
b y  C a r o l y n  C a m p b e l l



A r t i s t  S t a t e m e n t

Carolyn Campbell’s pictures are about a figure shouldering a past that
is only partly their own. The paintings bring to life, and make a record of
physical evidence, and the responsibility and legacy we have to the
ownership of our real and culturally acquired history. The drawing of the
faces is highly concentrated, while the bodies sometimes slip slightly
out of focus, or come into hyper focus through the representation of an
invented shield. Some of the new paintings comprise only the shield.
Carolyn’s paintings involve memories of special places, unknown
futures, safety and the sharing and framing of ideas. The fields
represent change and the passage of time, in a wholistic, controlled,
imagined space, invented to protect and preserve. For the body of
work in GRADS: The Exhibition, the paintings concern women and
families, and focus on the grandmothers of the artist, one of whom was
an Edmonton Grad. She was tiny, and played defence, travelling to
Amsterdam for the qualifying Olympics, documenting her journey
through photos, some of which have become source material for this
show. My maternal grandmother was an artist, and studied under Fred
Varley, the Group of Seven portrait painter. Their influence is felt
through generations, shaping family, defining community, influencing
place, and illuminating imagination.

A b o u t  t h e  a r t i s t

Carolyn Campbell is the President and CEO of NorQuest College.  She
is a former Deputy City Manager, Deputy Minister of Culture and
Tourism, and Associate Dean of Executive Education at the University
of Alberta. She is working part time on a Doctoral degree in board
governance of major art museums and the repatriation of cultural
property, at the University of Oxford. Carolyn is a practicing visual artist
with a studio at Harcourt House Artist Run Centre. She has exhibited
across Alberta, is represented in the Alberta Foundation for the Arts
collection, and was a finalist for the 2009 Kingston Prize competition
for Canadian portraits. 
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On behalf of YWCA Edmonton’s staff and volunteer board of directors,
welcome to Grads: The Exhibition.

This special community event is a celebration of greatness and features
a curated art exhibit by renowned Edmonton artist Carolyn Campbell
(President & CEO, Norquest College). This exhibit centres around
Carolyn’s personal family connection to the Edmonton Grads, one of
the winningest sports teams ever, and provides a rare convergence of
art, sports and women’s history.
 
Never heard of the Grads? This elite team of Edmonton women played
basketball between the First World War and Second World War and
were so exceptional, they literally had to travel the world to find
competition that they wouldn’t just trounce. In fact, they won 95 per
cent of the more than 500 games they played with the inventor of
basketball, Dr. James Naismith, calling them “the finest basketball team
that ever stepped out on a floor.” Only about 38 women ever suited up
for the Edmonton Grads; entry to the team was fierce. But all of the
Grads faced deep-seated sexism and obstacles due to societal norms
of the day, including being forced to quit the team if they dare marry. In
the early days, many were even told playing the sport could leave them
sterile or only able to conceive girls.  
 
YWCA Edmonton has been on a quest for gender equity since we first
opened our doors in Edmonton in 1907. We hope that Grads: The
Exhibition not only educates our community about this legendary
group of women trailblazers, but also serves as a call to action that
there are still many barriers left to break in women’s sports. This
groundbreaking team helped make the sports and basketball world
more equitable and welcoming for women and gender diverse
individuals. We celebrate and honour your names and extraordinary
accomplishments.
 
A heartfelt thanks to Carolyn Campbell for creating such beautiful
pieces to not only celebrate the Grads but her family and beloved
grandmother, Mae Brown Webb. Mae was one of only two Grads that
weren’t recruited directly from a local Edmonton high school that was
ground zero for the team. She had been playing for YWCA Vancouver
when she was recruited in the late 1920s. After Mae retired from
basketball, she later volunteered with YWCA Edmonton. A neat twist of
history that we found putting together this exhibition.
  
Lastly, thanks to the team at YWCA Edmonton, including Christine
McCourt-Reid and Teresa Goldie, and The Adams Agency for working
so hard to bring this important chapter of Canadian women’s history
back to life. 

Katherine O'Neill
YWCA Edmonton CEO



Co-located evidence 11
79” x 52”
Acrylic and graphite on canvas
2020

Co-located evidence 13
79” x 52”
Acrylic and graphite on canvas
2021



Co-located evidence 14
24” x 18"
Acrylic and graphite on canvas
2022



AMSTERDAM
68” x 46”
Acrylic and graphite on canvas
2017



Shield II:I
49’ x 69.4”
Acrylic and graphite on canvas
2014



Co-located evidence 12
19.5” x 16”
Acrylic and graphite on canvas
2020

Co-located evidence 9
21.5” x 18”
Acrylic and graphite on canvas
2021



Co-located evidence 15
65” x 48”
Acrylic and graphite on canvas
2022



Co-located evidence 16
47.5” x 39.5”
Acrylic and graphite on canvas
2022



Co-located evidence 3
24” x 64”
Acrylic and graphite on canvas
2022
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A b o u t  Y W C A  E d m o n t o n

YWCA Edmonton has been a powerful voice for equity and social
progress in the capital region since 1907. Through World Wars, the
Great Depression and two global pandemics, we have always been on
a mission to build a stronger, safer, more equitable community for all.
Every year, YWCA Edmonton directly supports thousands of women,
girls and gender diverse people in our community through leadership
programs, counselling, outdoor education, healing retreats and
supporting people with disabilities. 

www.ywcaofedmonton.org

@ywca_edmonton @ywcaedmonton @ywcaedmonton


